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Introduction

The Gokceada Marine Museum predicated on Istanbul University Faculty of Fisheries, Gokceada
Marine Research Department. The collection was started by Dr. Tuncer ULUTURK in 1971. The first
materials of the collection were obtained by R/V Goriur at Gokgeada Fisheries and Sponge-Fishing
Research Department (former name of Gokceada Marine Research Department) where sea sponges were
cultivated under uncontrolled conditions. After a while, because of indifferences, some portion of the
collection was lost. Whereupon the department restructure in 2007. And then, we resume assembling
marine species collection to form the basis of a museum collection. Merig et al. (2007) published first
the museum catalogue of the fish specimens in Turkey. The important collection included only
specimens of marine and freshwater fishes.

The goal of this study is to declare the marine species collections at the Istanbul University Gokceada
Marine Museum (IUGMM).

Information on the collection

The specimens of collection come from numerous scientific voyages on the northern Aegean and
northeastern Mediterranean Seas. Also, many fishermen have contributed to the museum. Most of the
specimens were gathered from studies carried out between 2007 and 2016. Materials were collected by
dredge, baited trap, long-line, set net, bottom trawl and scuba diving around the Gokgeada Island. The
nomenclature of the higher taxa for Artropoda species and the other groups follows Martin and Davis
(2001) and WoRMS (2017), respectively.
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The collection represents 334 marine species, 116 fish, 97 crustaceans, 70 molluscs, 12 cnidaria, 24
echinoderms, 9 sponges, 4 tunicate, besides a sea turtle and dolphin (Fig. 1-2) (Table 1).

Figure 1. Istanbul University Gokceada Marine Museum (IUGMM)

Figure 2. Picture of some species in the museum with only a head
a) Sphyrna zygaena b) Xiphias gladius ¢) Mobula mobular
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In the collections, Thunnus thynnus, Mobula mobular, Sphyrna zygaena, Xiphias gladius
and Tetrapturus belone have only their head not body (Fig 2). Eleven species caught below 1000 m
depth in the northern Aegean Sea. In additions forty one species come from some scientific surveys on
the Northern Aegean Sea between 1971 and 1980.

Ranzania laevis, Lobotes surinamensis, Sphyrna zygaena and Brama brama are very rear in the
Mediterranean basin (Froese and Pauly, 2017). In additions, Polyprion americanus,
Lepidion lepidion, Hexanchus griseus and Mora moro are very rear in Aegean basin (Papaconstantinou,
2014; Bilecenoglu et al. 2014). Among the species presented in the museum, Pyrosoma atlanticum,
Paragalene longicrura, Odontozona minoica and Monodaeus guinotae are first record for Turkish
waters.

The IUGMM is a public, non-profit, educational, regionally oriented museum dedicated to the
collection, preservation, research, marine information of Gokgeada island. Even though the museum is
open throughout the year, the number of visitors is increasing in summer by 150-200 per week.

The collection has joined Istanbul University's Management Practice and Research Center for Cultural
Heritage Areas (MUZEYUM). We keep working to register the collection as a Special Museum.
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