CAN, S., “Transhiimanizmin Oltimsizlik iddiasinin Kelam iiminin Varlik Anlayisi Cergevesinde Kritigi”
Diyanet Arapca limi Dergi; 5 (2023): 110-141
TercUme makale / Translated article

Transhiimanizmin Oliimsiizliik
Iddiasinin Kelam liminin Varhk
Anlayisi Cercevesinde Kritigi

A Criticism of the Claim of Immortality in Transhumanism
Based on the Understanding of Existence in the Science of
Kalam

SEYITHAN CAN*
DOG. DR. L . .
SIIRT UNIVERSITESI/ILAHIYAT FAKULTESI

6z Biim ve teknolojinin gelismesi ile birlikte 20. Ylzyil'da insanlik dijital bir donigim yagsamaya
baslamistir. Insanin insanla, cevreyle ve Tanriyla iliskisinin de etkilendigi bircok noktada farkl akimla-
rin ortaya ciktigini sdyleyebiliriz. Bu akimlarin basinda, insan ve aleme dair ortaya koydugu amaglar
itibariyle en kapsamli ve iddialisinin transhimanizm oldugu ifade edilebilir. Teknolojiyi insanin gelece-
gi acisindan temel referans kabul eden transhiimanizm, ayni zamanda topluma yonelik séylemleri
ile kultdrel, sosyal ve ideolojik bir insan hareketi olarak kabul edilir. Teknoloji ile 6limsuzIGgu elde
edebilecegini iddia eden transhUmanistler, bunun iki sekilde gerceklesebilecegini savunur. Biyolojik
GlimsUzlik olarak kabul edilen ilk anlayista, insanin yaglanmasina ve dimesine sebebiyet veren her
tarld biyolojik etkenin ortadan kaldirnimasi ve iyilestiriimesi neticesinde ulasilacagi iddia edilir. Ikinci-
si ise dijital veya sanal 6limsUzIUk seklinde olup insan bilincinin biyolojik bedenden bilgisayar ara
yuzlerine aktarimasl ve sonrasinda istenilen herhangi bir varliga monte edilmesi neticesinde ortaya
clkmaktadir. Bu calismada transhimanistlerin en dnemli iddiasi olarak kabul edilebilecek insanin
bedensel-zihinsel dlumsuzltige erisebilecedi sdyleminin kelam ilminin varlik anlayisi gcergevesinde
kritigi yapilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kelam - Transhiimanizm — Olimstizliik — Kadim varlik — Hadis varlik.

ABSTRACT As a result of the developments in science and technology, humanity began to ex-
perience a digital transformation after the 19th century. One could say that different trends have
emerged at many points where human relations, the relationship of the human with the environment
and with God are also affected. Among the most comprehensive and prominent of these trends
is transhumanism because of its aims for humanity and the world. Transhumanism, which views
technology as the main point of reference for the future of humanity, is also considered a cultural,
social, and ideological human movement with its statements intended for society. Transhumanists,
who claim that they can achieve immortality thanks to technology, argue that this will happen in two
ways. The first is biological immortality. It will be achieved by eliminating all kinds of biological factors
that lead to humans aging and death. The second is digital or virtual immortality, which is achieved
by transferring human consciousness from the biological body to computer interfaces and installing
it in any desired entity. In the present study, human immortality, considered the most important claim
made by transhumanists, is criticized within kalam, Islamic theology. Of course, transhumanists’
account of human immortality is impossible, according to kalam.

Keywords: Kalam — Transhumanism — Immortality — Eternal being — Created beings.
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2 More, “Transhumanism Art Manifesto”, https.//www.digitalmanifesto.net/
manifestos/35/ (15 February 2022); Lee, “Brave New World of Transhuma-
nism”, s. 28; Mustafa, “Transhiimanizm ve Posthiimanizm Baglaminda Din
ve Toplum”, s. 153; Levchuk, “How Transhumanism Will Get Us Through
the Third Millennium”, s. 77; Kurzweil, /nsanlik 2.0 Tekillige Dogru Biyoe
lojisini Asan Insan, s. 546-548; Aytepe, “Transhiimanizm ve PosthiimanizmP
de Varlik”, s. 342-343; Sezen, “Bireyin Oliimsiizliik Arayis1 Baglaminda
Transhiimanizmi Diisiinmek”, s. 112; Harari, Homo Deus, s. 32; Aydeniz,
“Geleneksel Degerler Uzerinden Bir Transhiimanizm Elestirisi”, s. 358.
Harari, Homo Deus, s. 33.
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4 Blackford, “The Great Transition Ideas and Anxieties”, s. 421-422; Dag,
Insansiz Diinya Transhiimanizm, s. 144-145.

> Mustafa, “Transhiimanizm ve Posthiimanizm Baglaminda Din ve Toplum”,

s. 140; Kale, “Hiimanizm”, s. 763.

Bostrom, “A History of Transhumanist Thought”, s. 1, 7; Lee, “Brave New

World of Transhumanism”, s. 3; Kilic Ahmedi, “Islam ve Transhiimanizm

Baglaminda Siiper Miisliiman Kavraminin Analizi”, s. 241.

7 Sandberg, “Morphological Freedom -Why We Not Just Want It, but Need
It”, s. 8.
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Max More, “Transhumanism: Towards a Futurist Philosophy”, https.//web.
archive.org/web/20051029125153/; http:/www.maxmore.com:80/transhum.
htm (22 February 2022); Sandberg, “Morphological Freedom -Why We Not
Just Want It, but Need It”, s. 8-11; Wellington, “The (R)Evolution of the
Human Mind”, s. 51; Edman, “Insan, Teknoloji, Tiirkiye, Tekno-Kiiltiir ve
Transhiimanizm”, s. 30.

More, “Transhumanism: Towards a Futurist Philosophy” (22 February
2022); Sedeeq, “Tarih, Mitler ve Antik Transhiimanizm”, s. 30.

More, “Transhumanism: Towards a Futurist Philosophy” (22 February
2022); Sedeeq, “Tarih, Mitler ve Antik Transhiimanizm”, s. 30.

10 Wellington, “The (R)Evolution of the Human Mind”, s. 51.

Dag, Insansiz Diinya Transhiimanizm, s. 144; Demir, “Oliimsiizliik ve Yapay
Zeka Baglaminda Trans-hiimanizm”, s. 94; Ozdemir, “Posthuman Kavramim
nin Cergevesi ve Transhiimanizm ve Posthiimanizm Literatiirlerinin Tarih-
cesi”, s. 22; Aytepe, “Transhiimanizm ve Posthiimanizmde Varlik”, s. 340;
Sandberg, “Morphological Freedom -Why We Not Just Want It, but Needlt”,
s. 3.

12 Bostrom, The Transhumanist FAQ: A General Introduction, s. 4; Sandberg,
“Morphological Freedom -Why We Not Just Want It, but Need It”, s. 3; Blah
ckford, “The Great Transition Ideas and Anxieties”’; McNamee — Edwards,
“Transhumanism, Medical Technology and Slippery Slopes”, s. 357; Dag,
Transhiimanizm Insanin ve Diinyanin Déniisiimii, s. 133.

Ozdemir, “Posthuman Kavramimin Cercevesi ve Transhiimanizm ve Posthii-
manizm Literatiirlerinin Tarihgesi”, s. 37.
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14 Cordeiro, “The Boundaries of the Human: From Humanism to Transhuma-
nism”, s. 68.

15 Bostrom, “Why I Want to be a Posthuman When I Grow Up”, s. 28; Bostm
rom, “Transhumanist Values” (Accessed: 28 January 2022).
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17 Blackford, “The Great Transition Ideas and Anxieties”, s. 422.

18 Cevizci, Felsefe Sozliigii, s. 14-56.

19 Sedeeq, “Tarih, Mitler ve Antik Transhiimanizm”, s. 26.

20 Bostrom, “Why I Want to be a Posthuman When I Grow Up”, s. 34.

21 Hokelekli, “Oliim ve Oliim Otesi Psikolojisi”, s. 152; Demir, “Oliimsiizliik
ve Yapay Zeka Baglaminda Trans-hiimanizm”, s. 8.
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2 Emre, “Cenneti Diinyada Aramak: Oliimsiizliik Arzusu, Uzatilmis Yasam ve
Din”, s. 177.

2 Karauguz, “Cennetten Kovulan insanin Cenneti Yeniden Insa Ugras:: Trans-
hiimanizm”, s. 52.

¢ Bostrom, “A History of Transhumanist Thought”, s. 1.

25 Harari, Homo Deus, s. 33.

%6 Dag, “Hiimanizmin Radikallesmesi Olarak Transhiimanizm”, s. 52-56; De-
mir, “Transhiimanizm ve Sekiilerlesme: Bildigimiz Dinin Sonu mu?”, s. 33.

7 Lilley, Transhumanism and Society: The Social Debate Over Human Enhan-
cement, s. 6, 22; Carrigan, “Taking Up the Cosmic Office: Transhumanism
and the Necessity of Longevity”, s. 469; Dag, Insansiz Diinya Transhiima-
nizm, s. 42.

2 Lee, “In Search of Super Longevity and the Meaning of Life”, s. 313; Ozeng,
“Eski Bilim Yeni Bilime Karsi: Simyacilik ve Transhiimanizm”, s. 89-90.

» Rose, “Immortalist Fictions and Strategies”, s. 200; Ozeng, “Eski Bilim Yeni
Bilime Karsi: Simyacilik ve Transhiimanizm”, s. 90.
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0 Kurzweil, Insanlik 2.0, s. 478-481.

31 Daly, “Diagnosing Death in the Transhumanism and Christian Traditions”,
s. 85.

32 Waters, “Flesh Made Data: The Posthuman Project in Light of the Incarna-
tion”, s. 291-294.

3 Rose, “Immortalist Fictions and Strategies”, s. 200; Ozeng, “Eski Bilim Yeni
Bilime Karsi: Simyacilik ve Transhiimanizm”, s. 90.

3% Zilahy, “Pragmatic Paths in Transhumanism”, s. 606; Giiltekin, “Transhiimah
nizm Baglaminda Yapay Zeka Tanriya Bir Bagkaldir1 Midir?”, s. 7; Harari,
Homo Deus, s. 34.

35 Sarikaya, Genlere Miidahale-Ilahi Kader Iliskisi, s. 156-157.

3¢ Giiltekin, “Transhiimanizm Baglaminda Yapay Zeka Tanriya Bir Bagkaldirt
Midir?”, s. 5; Harari, Homo Deus, s. 34-35.
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37 Sezen, “Bireyin Oliimsiizliik Arayis1 Baglaminda Transhiimanizmi Diisiin-
mek”, s. 111, 119.

3% Peters, “Progress and Provolution Will Transhumanism Leave Sin Behind?”,
Transhumanism and Transcendence Christian Hope in an age of Technologi-
cal, s. 64; Sezen, “Bireyin Oliimsiizliik Arayis1 Baglaminda Transhiimanizmi
Diisiinmek”, s. 111; Dag, Insansiz Diinya Transhiimanizm, s. 43.

3% Carrigan, “Taking Up the Cosmic Office: Transhumanism and the Necessity
of Longevity”, s. 471.

40 Harari, Homo Deus, s. 34.

# Rose, “Biological Immortality”, s. 21.

#2 Rose, “Biological Immortality”, s. 20.

# Rose, “Immortalist Fictions and Strategies”, s. 197.
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# (Ozeng, “Eski Bilim Yeni Bilime Kars1: Simyacilik ve Transhiimanizm”, s.
95.

4 Waters, “Flesh Made Data: The Posthuman Project in Light of the Incarna-
tion”, s. 291-294,

% (Ozeng, “Eski Bilim Yeni Bilime Kars1: Simyacilik ve Transhiimanizm”, s.
92-93.
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47 Saka, “Bir Utopya Olarak Teknolojik Oliimsiizliik Sorunsali: Teknolojik
Oliimsiizliik”, s. 241.

“ Demir, “Oliimsiizliik ve Yapay Zeka Baglaminda Trans-hiimanizm”, s. 102.

¥ Prisco, “Transcendent Engineering”, The Transhumanist Reader: Classical
and Contemporary Essays on the Science, Technology and Philosophy of the
Human Future, s. 235; Dag, Transhiimanizm Insanin ve Diinyanin Doniigii-
mii, s. 174-175.

30 Kaku, Zihnin Gelecegi, s. 323-330.

31 Vance, “Becoming Immortal: The Future of Brain Augmentation and Up-
loaded Consciousness”, https://futurism.com/becoming-immortal-the-futu-
re-of-brain-augmentation-and-uploaded-consciousness, Futurism (24 Ocak
2014).

2 “What is Transhumanism”, https://whatistranshumanism.org/ (Erisim 16
Mart 2022).
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33 Sayan, “Analitik Zihin Felsefesinin Temel Problemlerine Bir Bakis”, s. 46.

** Koene, “Uploading to Substrate-Independent Minds”, s. 146.

> Merkle, “Uploading”, s. 157.

36 Waters, “Flesh Made Data: The Posthuman Project in Light of the Incarna-
tion”, s. 291-294.

" Dag, Insansiz Diinya Transhiimanizm, s. 28-29; Bainbridge, “Progress
Toward Cyberimmortality”, s. 107.

58 Demircan, “Askin Insan Ustiin Insana Kars1”, https.//khosann.com (03 Eyliil
2016).

39 Kaku, Zihnin Gelecegi, s. 150.
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